
Reading the Mail 
--- 

(doctrine and application in the letters of 
Christ and the apostles to 1st century 

churches) 

 
Part 5 



Reading the Mail 
 
Week 1. Christ’s letters to the 7 churches (Doctrine 
and Application) 
 
Week 2. Christian Doctrine 
(What the church believes and teaches) 
 
Week 3. Doctrine and Truth 
(Christianity as objective truth, using logic and 
being faithful to doctrinal truths) 
 
Week 4. The 21st Century Church 
(J.P. Moreland, Andy Stanley on “Day One”) 



March 25, 2014 — What, if anything, helps Americans 
grow in their faith? When Barna Group asked, people 
offered a variety of answers—prayer, family or friends, 
reading the Bible, having children—but church did not 
even crack the top-10 list. 
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Although people cite their primary reasons for attending church as 
growing closer to God and learning more about him, Barna Group finds 
such closeness is a rare occurrence. Fewer than two out of 10 
churchgoers feel close to God on even a monthly basis. Additionally, 
while almost two-thirds of those who value church attendance go to 
learn more about God, fewer than one in 10 (6%) who have ever been 
to church say they learned something about God or Jesus the last time 
they attended. In fact, the majority of people (61%) say they did not 
gain any significant or new insights regarding faith when they last 
attended. 

https://www.barna.org/barna-update/culture/661-americans-divided-on-the-importance-of-church


http://northpoint.org/messages/big-church/day-one/


Our ‘Church’ 



Our 
‘Church’ 
 

In fact, though by this 
time you ought to be 
teachers, you need 
someone to teach you the 
elementary truths of God's 
word all over again. You 
need milk, not solid food! 
Anyone who lives on milk, 
being still an infant, is not 
acquainted with the 
teaching about 
righteousness. But solid 
food is for the mature, 
who by constant use have 
trained themselves to 
distinguish good from evil. 
 
(Hebrews 5:12-14 NIV) 

Therefore let us move 
beyond the elementary 
teachings about Christ and be 
taken forward to maturity, 
not laying again the 
foundation of repentance 
from acts that lead to death, 
and of faith in God, 
instruction about cleansing 
rites, the laying on of hands, 
the resurrection of the dead, 
and eternal judgment. And 
God permitting, we will do so.  
 
(Hebrews 6:1-3 NIV) 

http://www.esmethompson.com/milk-carton-coloring-page/milk-carton-coloring-page/


What is important to God 
about church? 
 



What do you think is the 
best way to honor God as a 
church gathering? 
 



How do we move forward? 
 



If we continue? 
 



Future themes and topics? 
 



Discussion 


