
Contend Earnestly for the Faith
Part 2

“I now feel 
compelled instead 
to write to 
encourage you to 
contend earnestly 
for the faith that 
was once for all 
entrusted to the 
saints.”

Jude 1:3b NET



“Arts of the South”

Thomas hart Benton
1932
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Contend Earnestly for the Faith

Series Outline

Questions:

1. What is the “Faith that was once for all delivered to the saints?”
2. Who were the saints?
3. How did they contend earnestly for the faith?

Topics:

1. Christian Orthodoxy
2. The Problem of False Teaching
3. Apostolic and Early Church Fathers
4. Church History
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1 From Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to 
those who are called, wrapped in the love of God the Father 
and kept for Jesus Christ. 2 May mercy, peace, and love be 
lavished on you!

3 Dear friends, although I have been eager to write to you 
about our common salvation, I now feel compelled instead 
to write to encourage you to contend earnestly for the 
faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. 4 For 
certain men have secretly slipped in among you - men who 
long ago were marked out for the condemnation I am 
about to describe - ungodly men who have turned the grace 
of our God into a license for evil and who deny our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

The Epistle of Jude 
NET
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5 Now I desire to remind you (even though you have been 
fully informed of these facts once for all) that Jesus, 
having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, later 
destroyed those who did not believe. 6 You also know that 
the angels who did not keep within their proper domain but 
abandoned their own place of residence, he has kept in 
eternal chains in utter darkness, locked up for the 
judgment of the great Day. 7 So also Sodom and Gomorrah 
and the neighboring towns, since they indulged in sexual 
immorality and pursued unnatural desire in a way similar 
to these angels, are now displayed as an example by 
suffering the punishment of eternal fire.

8 Yet these men, as a result of their dreams, defile the flesh, 
reject authority, and insult the glorious ones. 9 But even 
when Michael the archangel was arguing with the devil 
and debating with him concerning Moses' body, he did not
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dare to bring a slanderous judgment, but said, "May the 
Lord rebuke you!" 10 But these men do not understand the 
things they slander, and they are being destroyed by the 
very things that, like irrational animals, they instinctively 
comprehend. 11 Woe to them! For they have traveled down 
Cain's path, and because of greed have abandoned 
themselves to Balaam's error; hence, they will certainly 
perish in Korah's rebellion. 12 These men are dangerous reefs 
at your love feasts, feasting without reverence, feeding 
only themselves. They are waterless clouds, carried along 
by the winds; autumn trees without fruit - twice dead, 
uprooted; 13 wild sea waves, spewing out the foam of their 
shame; wayward stars for whom the utter depths of 
eternal darkness have been reserved.

14 Now Enoch, the seventh in descent beginning with Adam, 
even prophesied of them, saying, "Look! The Lord is coming
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with thousands and thousands of his holy ones, 15 to 
execute judgment on all, and to convict every person of 
all their thoroughly ungodly deeds that they have 
committed, and of all the harsh words that ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him." 16 These people are 
grumblers and fault-finders who go wherever their desires 
lead them, and they give bombastic speeches, enchanting 
folks for their own gain.

17 But you, dear friends - recall the predictions foretold by 
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 18 For they said to you, 
"In the end time there will come scoffers, propelled by their 
own ungodly desires." 19 These people are divisive, worldly, 
devoid of the Spirit. 20 But you, dear friends, by building 
yourselves up in your most holy faith, by praying in the 
Holy Spirit, 21 maintain yourselves in the love of God, while 
anticipating the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that brings
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eternal life. 22 And have mercy on those who waver;23 save 
others by snatching them out of the fire; have mercy on 
others, coupled with a fear of God, hating even the clothes 
stained by the flesh.

24 Now to the one who is able to keep you from falling, and 
to cause you to stand, rejoicing, without blemish before his 
glorious presence, 25 to the only God our Savior through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and 
authority, before all time, and now, and for all eternity. 
Amen.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

According to tradition, the writer of this epistle was "Judas" 
(Jude), who was both the half-brother of Jesus Christ (Matt. 13:55; 
Mark 6:3) and a brother of James, the leader of the Jerusalem 
church (Jude 1; Acts 15:13).
Jesus' physical brothers did not believe in Him while He was 
ministering (John 7:5). James became a believer after Jesus' 
resurrection (1 Cor. 15:7), and we may assume that Jude did too.2 
Jesus' brothers were part of the praying group that awaited the 
coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14). They were well known in the 
early church (1 Cor. 9:5).
Jude's many allusions to the Old Testament suggest that his 
original readers were very familiar with it. While this could have 
been true of many Christians, it would have been particularly 
true of Jewish Christians. Consequently many commentators 
believe Jude addressed this epistle primarily to Jewish Christians.
". . . we should not see it as a 'catholic letter' addressed to all 
Christians, but as a work written with a specific, localized 
audience in mind."

[Matthew 13:55 NET] 55 Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't his mother 
named Mary? And aren't his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas?

[Mark 6:3 NET] 3 Isn't this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother 
of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And aren't his sisters here with us?" 
And so they took offense at him.

[Jude 1:1 NET] 1 From Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and brother of James, 
to those who are called, wrapped in the love of God the Father and 
kept for Jesus Christ.
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Genre

Many scholars regard this epistle as an "epistolary sermon." 
Jude could have delivered what he said in this epistle as a 
homily (sermon) if he had been in his readers' presence. 
Instead, he cast it in the form of a letter because he could 
not address them directly. Other New Testament epistles 
that are actually written homilies include James, Hebrews, 
and  1 John.
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Purpose

"One thought characterizes this epistle: beware of the apostates."10

Incipient Gnosticism seems to be the primary heresy in view.

"Here, in an undeveloped form, are all the main characteristics 
which went to make up later Gnosticism—emphasis on knowledge 
which was emancipated from the claims of morality; arrogance 
toward 'unenlightened' church leaders; interest in angelology; 
divisiveness; lasciviousness."12

______________
10 Edward C. Pentecost, "Jude," in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testament, p. 918.
12 Michael Green, The Second Epistle General of Peter and the General Epistle of Jude, p. 39. Cf. A. T. 
Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, 6:184.
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Outline
I. Introduction vv. 1-2

II. The purpose of this epistle vv. 3-4

III. Warnings against false teachers vv. 5-16
A. Previous failures vv. 5-7

1. The example of certain Israelites v. 5
2. The example of certain angels v. 6
3. The example of certain pagans v. 7

B. Present failures vv. 8-16
1. The nature of the error vv. 8-9
2. The seriousness of the error vv. 10-13
3. The consequences of the error vv. 14-16

IV. Exhortation to the faithful vv. 17-23
A. The reminder to remember the apostles' warning vv. 17-19
B. The positive instruction of the readers vv. 20-23

V. Conclusion vv. 24-25 Contend
Earnestly

for the
Faith



Exposition
"the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints" is 
the special revelation of God that Scripture contains
and the apostles preached (cf. Gal. 1:23; 1 Tim. 4:1).
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[Galatians 1:23 NET] 23 They were only hearing, "The one who once 
persecuted us is now proclaiming the good news of the faith he once 
tried to destroy."

[1 Timothy 4:1 NET] 1 Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the later times 
some will desert the faith and occupy themselves with deceiving 
spirits and demonic teachings,

Christian 
Orthodoxy

(Answer to our 
1st question in 

this series)



Exposition
Jude's readers needed to struggle to maintain ("contend 
earnestly for") this ‘faith,’ as a champion athlete labors to 
dominate and to subdue his or her challengers (cf. 1 Tim. 6:12; 
2 Tim. 4:7- 8;2 Pet. 1:5).
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[2 Timothy 4:7-8 NET] 7 I have competed well; I have finished the race; I 
have kept the faith! 8 Finally the crown of righteousness is reserved 
for me. The Lord, the righteous Judge, will award it to me in that day -
and not to me only, but also to all who have set their affection on 
his appearing.

[1 Timothy 6:12 NET] 12 Compete well for the faith and lay hold of that 
eternal life you were called for and made your good confession for 
in the presence of many witnesses.

[2 Peter 1:5 NET] 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to 
your faith excellence, to excellence, knowledge;



False teachers in the New testament

[2 Peter 2:1-2, 19 NET]

1 But false prophets arose among the people, just as there 
will be false teachers among you. These false teachers 
will infiltrate your midst with destructive heresies, even 
to the point of denying the Master who bought them. As 
a result, they will bring swift destruction on themselves.

2 And many will follow their debauched lifestyles. 
Because of these false teachers, the way of truth will be 
slandered.
...

19 Although these false teachers promise such people 
freedom, they themselves are enslaved to immorality. For 
whatever a person succumbs to, to that he is enslaved.Contend

Earnestly
for the

Faith



False teachers in the New testament

[Galatians 1:6-9 NET]

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 
one who called you by the grace of Christ and are 
following a different gospel - 7 not that there really is 
another gospel, but there are some who are disturbing 
you and wanting to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But 
even if we (or an angel from heaven) should preach a 
gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him 
be condemned to hell! 9 As we have said before, and now I 
say again, if any one is preaching to you a gospel 
contrary to what you received, let him be condemned to 
hell!
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False teachers in the New testament
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[Colossians 2:6-8 NET]

6 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in 
him and firm in your faith just as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness. 8 Be careful not to 
allow anyone to captivate you through an empty, 
deceitful philosophy that is according to human 
traditions and the elemental spirits of the world, and 
not according to Christ.

Jude



False teachers in the New testament

[2 John 1:7-10 NET]

7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, 
people who do not confess Jesus as Christ coming in the 
flesh. This person is the deceiver and the antichrist! 8

Watch out, so that you do not lose the things we have 
worked for, but receive a full reward. 9 Everyone who 
goes on ahead and does not remain in the teaching of 
Christ does not have God. The one who remains in this 
teaching has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone 
comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not 
receive him into your house and do not give him any 
greeting,



[1Jo 2:24 NET]

False teachers in the New testament

[1 John 2:24 NET]

24 As for you, what you have heard from the beginning 
must remain in you. If what you heard from the beginning 
remains in you, you also will remain in the Son and in the 
Father.

Jude
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