CONTEND EARNESTLY FOR THE FAITH
PART 1

“I NOW FEEL COMPELLED
INSTEAD TO WRITE TO
ENCOURAGE YOU TO
CONTEND EARNESTLY FOR
THE FAITH THAT WAS ONCE
FOR ALL ENTRUSTED TO
THE SAINTS.”

JUDE 1:3B NET
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The World Is Yearning for Beautiful
Orthodoxy

Mark Gali
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http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/channel/utilities/print.html?type=article&id=136062

Neglected, slighted, misrepresented-evangelical Christianity
needs a clear voice, to speak with conviction and love, and to
state its true position and its relevance to the world crisis. A
generation has grown up unaware of the basic truths of the
Christian faith taught in the Scriptures and expressed in the
creeds of the historic evangelical churches.

CHRISTIANITY TODAY is confident that the answer to the

theological confusion existing in the world is found in Christ
and the Scriptures.

EDITORIALS

October 15, 1956

WHY ‘CHRISTIANITY TODAY'?
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quently, it finds itself adrift in speculation that neither
solves the problem of the individual nor of the society
of which he is a part.

For the preacher, an unending source of wisdom
and power lies in a return to truly biblical preaching.
For the layman, this same Book will prove to be light
on the pathway of life, the record of the One Who
alone meets our needs for now and for eternity.

Cumstianmry Topay is confident that the answer to
the theological confusion existing in the world is found
in Christ and the Scriptures. There is evidence that
more and more people are rediscovering the Word of
God as their source of authority and power. Many of
these searchers for the muth are unaware of the exist-
ence of an increasing group of evangelical scholars
throughout the world. Through the pages of Curs-
Tty Topay these men will expound and defend
the basic truths of the Christian faith in terms of
reverent scholarship and of practical application to
the needs of the present generation.

Those who direct the editorial policy of Canrs-
TiaNrTY Topay unreservedly accept the complete
weliakility and authority of the written Word of Ged.
It is their conviction that the Scriptures teach the doc-
trine of plenary inspiration. This doctrine has been
misrepresemheﬂ and misunderstood. To state the biblical

concept of inspimtion will be one of the aims of this

magazine,

[ ]
The docrrinal content of historic Christianity will be
presented and defended. Among the distinctive doc-
M=

basis a like faith, an authentic hope, and
g power of Christian love.
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National stability and survival depend upon enduring
spiritual and moral qualities. Revival as the mswer
to national problems may seem to be an oversimplified
solution to a cl.istm;ssing]}' CD]'DP]EE sitnation. Never-
theless statesmen as well as theologians realize that
the basic solution to the world crisis is theological.
Cumismianrry Topay will stress the impact of evange-
lism on life and will encourage it.

Carstanry Topar will apply the biblical revela-
tion to the contemporary social criss, by present-
ing the implications of the total Gospel message for
every area of life. This, Fundamentalism has often
failed to do. Christian ]ﬂ}rmem are ]:e::l:lming increas
ingly aware that the answer to the many problems of
pelitical, industrial, and sotial life is a theological one.
They are locking to the Christian Church for guidance,
and they are looking for a demonstration of the Fact
that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is a ransforming and -
vital force. We have the conviction that consecrared
and gifted evangelical scholamhip can provide con-
crete proof and strategic answers. ;

Caristianrry Topay takes cognizance of the dis
solving effect of modem sdentific theory upon reli-
gion. To countemact this tendency, it will set Farth the
unity of the Divine revelation in nature and Scripture.

Three yearsin a theological seminary is not sufficient
to prepare a student fully for the ministry. Crris-
Tiamty Topay will seek to supplement seminary
training with sermonic helps, pastorl advice, and book
reviews, by leading ministers and scholars,

The interpretation o the news becomes more and
more important in the present world situation. Corre-
spondents conversant with local conditions have been
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Why American
Evangelicals Are
Confused About
What the

Bible Teaches

Despite having access to more and more knowledge, itis
well-known that the average American’s knowledge of the
Bible, and having confidence in that Bible, is at an all-time
low. But did you know that American evangelicals are
becoming more confused about what the Bible teaches?

A recent survey conducted by LifeWay Research and
Ligonier Ministries identified a sample group of American
epangelicals; that is, those who believe the Bible to be their
highest authority, that sharing one's faith 1s very important,
and that trusting in Jesus’ finished work on the cross is the
only way to salvation. In asking a series of questions about
what the Bible teaches, the survey revealed some rather
disturbing results about what self-proclaimed evangelicals
really believe. Here are some of the most alarming;:

s “People have the ability to turn to God on their own

Sharing the Joy of Personal Discipleship

|
|
|

Feel free to share our
book. ..

Thanks for following
Veracity!

You are following this blog

( )-

Follow Veracity on Twitter

Join the Conversation
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) The State of _ State
Theology Theology

What do Americans believe about God,
salvation, ethics, and the Bible?

An Interview with Chris Larson and Stephen Nichols Ligonier Ministries and Lifeway Research

partnered to find out. These are the

Ligonier Ministries teamed up with LifeWay Research to conduct The State of Theology fundamental convictions that
study for 2016, a poll which surveyed the theological beliefs of 3,000 Americans. Listen h ot
shape our society.
today as Chris Larson, Dr. Stephen Nichols and Lee Webb discuss the survey and its & ¥

findings. To view the survey and findings visit TheStateOfTheology com.

HTTP://RENEWINGYOURMIND.ORG/2016/10/04/THE-STATE-OF-THEOLOGY HTTP://THESTATEOFTHEOLOGY.COM/
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American Theological Views:

CHARACTER OF GOD

B AGREE | DISAGREE B NOT SURE RELIGION:

65% God accepts the worship
of all religions, including
Christianity, Judaism

and Islam.

God is perfect and
cannot make a mistake.

66%
64% agree

God knows everything, 0%
but does not determine
all that happens in the
world.

Note: Totals may not equal 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
100% due to rounding.

LifeWayResearch.com i?LlfﬁW@.y

Biblical Solutions |

God answers specific
prayers.




American Theological Views:

THE AFTERLIFE

B AGREE |l DISAGREE [ NOT SURE HELL:
Hell is an eternal place
of judgment where God
sends all people who do
not personally trust

in Jesus Christ.

Heaven is a place 60%
where all people wiill
ultimately be reunited

with their loved ones.

Only those who trust
in Jesus Christ alone
as their Savior receive
God’s free gift of
eternal salvation.

By the good deeds |
do, | partly contribute
to earning my place
in heaven.

& 40% agree

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

LifeWayResearch.com




American Theological Views:

SIN & CONDEMNATION

B AGREE [l DISAGREE [l NOT SURE

FOLLOWING
BEHAVIOR
IS SINFUL:

Sex outside of marriage

e 49% agree

Abortion

B 49% agree

Everyone sins a little,
but most people are
good by nature.

God would be falr
to show His wrath
against sin.

Even the smallest sin

deserves eternal 74%
damnation.
Note: Totals may not equal 0% 10% 20% 0% 0% 50% 60% O% 80%

100% due to rounding.

&L ifcWay

LifeWayResearch.com blical ol




American Theological Views:

THE BIBLE

B AGREE [l DISAGREE [l NOT SURE

God is the author
of Scripture.

The Bible was written

for each person to
interpret as he or she
chooses.

The Bible has the

authority to tell us
what to do.

LifeWayResearch.com

58%

ACCURACY:

Biblical accounts of
Jesus’ bodily resurrection
are accurate.

64% agree

The Bible is 100% accurate.

47% agree

The Bible is helpful, but
not literally true.

44% agree

i'ﬁLifeWg}y

Biblical Solutions |




American Theological Views:

THE TRINITY

B AGREE [l DISAGREE [l NOT SURE

There is one true
God in three persons:
Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is a
force, not a personal
being.

The Holy Spirit is a
divine being but is not
equal with God the
Father and Jesus.

LifeWayResearch.com

.........................................

51%

...................................

69%

JESUS:

Jesus is truly God with a
divine nature, and Jesus
is truly man with a human
nature.

61 % agree

Jesus is the first and

greatest being created
by God.

52% agree

i'ﬁLifeWg}y

Biblical Solutions |
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Contend Earnestly for the Faith

Greg Koukl: Expert On Defending Your Faith

Today, Christianity is facing challenges on two broad fronts: trouble in
the world and trouble in the church. Apologetics authority, Greg
Koukl, unpacks issues in both of these areas and discusses how
modern-day culture has created confusion that is attacking the
foundations of the Christian faith. You'll discover the simple, two-part
solution to these challenges that anvone, regardless of their level of
biblical knowledge, can easily apply to their life.


http://saddleback.com/watch/media/contend-earnestly-for-the-faith

CONTEND EARNESTLY FOR THE FAITH
SERIES OUTLINE

QUESTIONS:

. WHATIS THE “FAITH THAT WAS ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS?"
2. 'WHO WERE THE SAINTS?
3. HOW DIDTHEY CONTEND EARNESTLY FOR THE FAITH?

TOPICS:

l. CHRISTIAN ORTHODOXY

2. THE PROBLEM OF FALSE TEACHING

3. APOSTOLIC AND EARLY CHURCH FATHERS
4. CHURCH HISTORY
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HEOPHILUS ['}-‘IS‘I] : : :

TATIAN (10-172] . | GREGORY THAUMATURGOS (213-270)

E : JUSTIN MARTYR [100-163] ORIGEN (185-254) : i :
© | POLYCARP (69-155) Bishop of Smyrna. { martyred 4 AFRICANUS (160-240) ' [ i
: ; 'PAPIAS 80-130] Bishop of Hierapolis | CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA [150-215) :

IGNATIUS [35-117) Bishop of Antioch i martyred 4 E i
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:’ Jeru.s:aLem destroyed (70)

l':.‘-hrl'stl'aris flee Jerusalem [&
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Nero blames fire of Rome on Christians (64) @ =chism of Hyppolytus (217)

F’éter & Piaul. executed [647
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EARLY CHURCH HISTORY b 250- 500
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GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS (330-390]

GREGORY OF NYSSA (330-394)
I S

BASIL |329 3?91 awrites monastic rules (370)

: : ATHANASIUS (296-373] Bishop of Alexandria (328) | CYRIL (376-444]
EUSEBIUS (263-339) @ writes church history (303 THEODORE OF MOPSUESTIA [350-428) :

’Athanaslus forma[lses New Testament [367] E

.present ranon accepted [3‘?7]

’Anus dies f Athanaslus deposed [335] O Chrlstlanlty ofﬁcla[ state re[lgldn [394] Ei’HESU‘S (431) ' ) A
Q ConstentlnopLe new caplte[for East [330] ’prohlbltlon ofpagenlsm [3?1] Pelagianism & :
: i ; i Nestorianism condemned
. Arius condemned at Al.exandrla [318) : ’ Chrlstlanlty a state rellglon [380] I : : H S
(NICEA (325] i [CONSTANTINOPLE (381) | i, .- .. [CHALCEDON (451) |
% * Jesus' divinity debated h Arianism & Apollinarianism * Mono physitism T
f28ﬂ»3[]5:] JAthenasius vs Arius) condemned condermned
: s : N JLICINIUS | |VALENS |THEODOSIUS |  THEODGSIUSII | | MARCIAN
DECIUS (308-324) ! _e Bé4-378) | 379-395) |[ama 450)  (450-457) : _
0. COSTANTINE I : i : : !
' ' ' CONSTANS __- _
split by Diocletian (28¢) CONSTANTIUS i Lo !

. , H H reunited by . , sp[lt efterJovlan s death [364] [457-474)
(249.251) (287-260) ; { Constantine (324] JULIAN THE :
: H H H H APOSTATE (361 i H H H H H H H i H H : ;
: H : : i JOVIAN [363-364) i : : ‘ i : : i Western Empire
(257-260) ¢ MAXIMIAN =& CONSTANTINE i |VALENTINIAN  : | HONORIUS ¢ | VALENTINIAN {  collapses [476]
: (286-305) (307-337) : [3[]? 337 [395 423 [1125—455] i
: ; ; : [303 305] H : : H : : : H : i
" Novatlen schlsm [251] ’ Porphyry writes vs Chrlstla ns [2?0] ’ Goths & Venda[s conver‘t to Arlenlsm [340"] ’ Alaric the Goth sacks Rome [410] w

’Attlla the Hun ettecks

Synod of Certhage (256) | H L 2 Edlct Vs Manlchaeans [29?]

Cyprlan \rs Stephen ; . .ﬂ?potllnagls co ndegm ned ast Rome [23?'?'] Italy [45.” .
' . : ’EdlctofTo[erance [311] ’Venda[s sack Rome[455] E
. Edlct of Mllan recegnlslng Chrlstlens [313] Ve:lndats pjersecuté Christi;ans [ﬁ?SJ @ S
LACTANTIUS (240-320) AMBROSE [340.207) | @ defies empress (385)
CHILARY (291-371) : ; T
LR - S

JEROME (345-420) | ‘@ Vulgate translation [382-405);

AUGUSTINE ‘[354-4361 : converted "iass] Bis:h()i of H’iiﬁo [3951 Confe.ssrons [400] Crtyof God [42?]
NICENE & POST NICENE FATHERS : : : : : : :
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PEOPLE

CHRISTIANS YOU SHOULD KNOW

Activists

HARRIET TUBMAN

L Wl )
Catherine Booth Elizabeth Fry Harriet Tubman John Woolman
Compelling preacher and Prison reformer The "Moses" of Her Quaker mystic and
co-founder of the People abolitionist

Salvation Army

SCHOURNER TRUTH

Lord Shaftesbury Sojourner Truth Walter William Booth
(Antony Ashley Abolitionist and women's Rauschenbusch First General of the
Cuﬂper) rights advocate Champion of the social Salvation Army
Godly English statesman gospel

William Gladstone William
Prime Minister of Wilberforce
impeccable morals Antislavery politician
CONTEND Denominational Founders
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Kindle Store * Kindle eBooks » Biographies & Memoirs

Look inside ¥ 131 Christians Everyone Should Digital List Price: $9.99
s Print List Price:  $14.00
JI. Packer . -
KHDW Kindle Edition Kindle Price: $7.99
by Mark Galli (Authar) Save $7.00 (47%)
1-—‘1 ﬁffﬁﬁ{z v 61 customer |E Bujrmwwith 1-Click @
) .
Christians reviews _
Tivre one Deliver to:
I{i-‘i_“_flﬂ{_l See all 4 formats and editions John's 2nd iPhone +
Kindle Paperback
$7.00 $9.78 ~/Prime
Read with Our Free App 43 Used from $3.79 Send a free sample
45 New from $8.00
Christian Histary Magssina Deliver to:
This book offers a succinct vet thorough introduction to 131 of the most John's 2nd iPhone =
infriguing, courageous, inspiring Christians who ever lived. It tells how
R E )ﬁ, D O N they lived, what they believed, and how their faith affected the course of
ANY DEVI CE world history. Includes a timeline with a historical context for each Give as a Gift
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. Enter a promotion code or Gift Card
_ “\; Length: 388 pazes ~ Word Wise: Enabled Enhanced Typesefting:
B CONTEND Fbled share [ ] W' @ <Embes>

L EARNESTLY . Daza Flin: Fnahlad -

b FOR THE “3d

HTTPS://WWW.AMAZON.COM/131-CHRISTIANS-EVERYONE-SHOULD-KNOW-
EBOOK/DP/BO04HIM27K/REF=TMM KIN SWATCH 0?7 ENCODING=UTF8&QID=&SR=



https://www.amazon.com/131-Christians-Everyone-Should-Know-ebook/dp/B004HIM27K/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr
https://www.amazon.com/131-Christians-Everyone-Should-Know-ebook/dp/B004HIM27K/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=

amazon s fireTstick - 7 53929

Hi
Departments ~ i

il il
Account ~ Prime ~  Lists ~ -\.-./ Cart

BuyaKindle Kmdle eBooks  Kindle Unlimited  Advanced Search  DailyDeals  Free Reading Apps ~ Kindle Singles  Newsstand  Accessories  Discussions

Eindle Store * Kindle eBooks * Religion & Spirituality

Getting to Know the Church Fathers: An Evangelical Introduction Kindle Edition
by Bryan M. Litfin (Anthor)

frifriririds ~ 2 customer reviews

Look inside ¥
Kindle CJ00  Paperback  All
$13.99 $14.87 See all 2 versions
GeTTING TO KNOW
THE CHURCH FATHERS Buy $13.99
o DT i e RO . Digital List Price: $24-99
A eBook features: Print List Price: $24.99. Save $11.00 (44%)
= Highlight, take notes, and search in the book
* Length: 290 pages ~ lm Buy now with 1-Click *
* Word Wise: Enabled ~
= Enhanced Typesetting: Enabled ~ —— "
- Page Flip: Enabled ~ oaC & Lee sample
Sold by: Amazon Digital Services LLC Deliver to-
John's 2nd iPhone B
Give as a Gift
- S Enter a promotion code or Gift Card
Bryan M. Litfin
A Trusted Introduction to the Church Fathers
“ READ O N This concise introduction to the church fathers connects evangelical students and readers to twelve key figures from
£ ONTEI\-\L;’D ANY DEVI .[:E the early church Bryan Litfin engages readers with actual people, not just abstract doctrines or impersonal events,
_EARNESTLY .3 » Get free Kindle a00 to help them understand the fathers as spiritual ancestors in the faith. The first edition has been well recerved and
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DR. RYAN REEVES

GORDON-CONWELL

*ASSISTANT DEAN OF THE JACKSONVILLE
CAMPUS;

*ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HISTORICAL
THEOLOGY

DEGREES:

*B.A. (SAMFORD UNIVERSITY)

*M.A. AND M.DIV. (REFORMED THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY)

*PH.D. (UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE)

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/PLAYLIST?LIST=PLR

GREWF4ANFWZED86AVEPQ7B3YXXPHUEF-

D Early & Medieval Churdl X = —

< — 0O | B}  youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRGREWf4NFWZEd26aVEPQTB3YXXPhUEF- ba g | = Z
Find on page = Enter text to search Mo results < > Options ~~
= Watch YouTube videos with Chrome. Yes get Chrome now.
You Search Q
Playlists Channels Discussion About

E Ryan Reeves Videos

=8 Early & Medieval Church History

Ryan Reeves * 54 videos * 235,852 views » Last updated on Mar 2, 2016

These videos explore the background and context of early and medieval Church History. Each of the
lectures is a graduate, seminary-level lecture-the backbone of my lectures at Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary.

P Playall <. Share -+ Save
Greek World 3018
by Ryan Reeves
Roman World 33:57
by Ryan Reeves
Roman Pagan Life and Worship 32:48
by Ryan Reeves
Pagan Ideas: Plato, Aristotle, and Stoicism 29:10
by Ryan Reeves
Persecution 33:06
by Ryan Reeves
Apostolic Fathers 28:10

by Ryan Reeves
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