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Pentecost, the Greek name for ʽShavuot’, is an 
ancient feast in Israel that celebrates the harvest and 
giving of the Torah on Sinai. In the Christian liturgical 
calendar, Pentecost, observed 50 days after Easter 
Sunday, marks the end of the Easter season and 
celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 
apostles and other disciples of Jesus. 
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Torah 
 

Torah (/ˈtɔːrəˌˈtoʊrə/; Hebrew: תּוֹרָה, "Instruction, Teaching"), or the Pentateuch 
(/ˈpɛntəˌtuːk, -ˌtjuːk/), is the central reference of the religious Judaic tradition. It has a 
range of meanings. It can most specifically mean the first five books of the twenty-four 
books of the Tanakh, it usually includes the rabbinic commentaries, the term Torah means 
instruction and offers a way of life for those who follow it, it can mean the continued 
narrative from Genesis to the end of the Tanakh, it can even mean the totality of Jewish 
teaching, culture and practice. 
 
According to rabbinic tradition, all of the teachings found in the Torah, both written and 
oral, were given by God through Moses, a prophet, some of them at Mount Sinai and 
others at the Tabernacle. 
 
The meaning of the word is therefore "teaching", "doctrine", or "instruction"; the 
commonly accepted "law" gives a wrong impression. 
 
 
Rabinowitz, Louis Isaac and Harvey, Warren. "Torah". Encyclopaedia Judaica. Ed. Michael Berenbaum and Fred Skolnik. Vol. 20. 2nd 
ed. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2007. pp. 39–46. 
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The Context of Pentecost 
 

 
Ray Vander Laan Faith Lessons Video 

http://www.faithlessons.net/index.php?cPath=1_14
http://www.faithlessons.net/index.php?cPath=1_14
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http://www.reasonablefaith.org/defenders-2-podcast/s7 

http://www.reasonablefaith.org/defenders-2-podcast/s7
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The Holy Spirit 
 
The Holy Spirit is the third person in the Trinity.  He is fully God. He is 
eternal, omniscient, omnipresent, has a will, and can speak.  He is 
alive.  He is a person.  He is not particularly visible in the Bible because 
His ministry is to bear witness of Jesus (John 15:26). 
 
Some cults like the Jehovah's Witnesses say that the Holy Spirit is 
nothing more than a force (Reasoning from the Scriptures, 1985, pp. 
406-407). This is false.  If the Holy Spirit were merely a force, then He 
could not speak (Acts 13:2); He could not be grieved (Eph. 4:30); and He 
would not have a will (1 Cor. 12:11). 
 
The truth is that the Holy Spirit is a person the same as the Father and 
the Son are within the Trinity. 

https://carm.org/holy-spirit 
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His Names His Attributes Symbols of Sins Against 
Power in 

Christ's Life 

God 
Acts 5:3-4 

Eternal 
Heb. 9:14 

Dove 
Matt. 3:16 

Blasphemy 
Matt. 12:31 

Conceived of 
Matt. 1:18, 20 

Lord 
2 Cor. 3:18 

Omnipotent 
Luke 1:35 

Wind 
Acts 2:1-4 

Resist (Unbelief) 
Acts 7:51 

Baptism 
Matt. 3:16 

Spirit 
1 Cor. 2:10 

Omnipresent 
Psalm 139:7-10 

Fire 
Acts 2:3 

Insult 
Heb. 10:29 

Led by 
Luke 4:1 

Spirit of God 
1 Cor. 3:16 

Will 
1 Cor. 12:11 

Lied to 
Acts 5:3 

Filled with Power 
Luke 4:14, 18 

Spirit of Truth 
John 15:26 

Loves 
Rom. 15:30 

Grieved 
Eph. 4:30 

Witness of Jesus 
John 15:26 

Eternal Spirit 
Heb. 9:14 

Speaks 
Acts 8:29; 13:2 

Quench 
1 Thess. 5:19 

Raised Jesus 
Rom. 8:11 

The Holy Spirit 
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The Works of the Holy Spirit 
Access to God, Eph. 2:18 Inspires prayer, Eph. 6:18; Jude 20 

Anoints for Service, Luke 4:18 Intercedes, Rom. 8:26 

Assures, Rom. 8:15-16; Gal. 4:6 Interprets Scripture, 1 Cor. 2:1, 14; Eph. 1:17 

Authors Scripture, 2 Pet. 1:20-21 Leads, Rom. 8:14 

Baptizes, John 1:23-34; 1 Cor. 12:13-14 Liberates, Rom. 8:2 

Believers Born of, John 3:3-6 Molds Character, Gal. 5:22-23 

Calls and Commissions, Acts 13:24; 20:28 Produces fruit, Gal. 5:22-23 

Cleanses, 1 Thess. 3:13; 1 Pet. 1:2 Empowers Believers, Luke 24:49 

Convicts of sin, John 16:9, 14 Raises from the dead, Rom. 8:11 

Creates, Gen. 1:2; Job 33:4 Regenerates, Titus 3:5 

Empowers, 1 Thess. 1:5 Sanctifies, Rom. 15:16 

Fills, Acts 2:4; 4:29-31; 5:18-20 Seals, Eph. 1:13-14; 4:30 

Gives gifts, I Cor. 12:8-11 Strengthens, Eph. 3:16; Acts 1:8; 2:4; 1 Cor. 2:4 

Glorifies Christ, John 16:14 Teaches, John 14:26 

Guides in truth, John 16:13 Testifies of Jesus, John 15:26 

Helps our weakness, Rom. 8:26 Victory over flesh, Rom. 8:2-4; Gal. 4:6 

Indwells believers, Rom. 8:9-14; Gal. 4:6 Worship helper, Phil. 3:3 
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Attributes: Eternal 



Attributes: Omniscient & Omnipresent 



Attributes: Omniscient 



Attributes: Omnipotent 



Attributes: Holiness 



Attributes: Loving 



Power: Creation 



Hubble image of bright blue newly formed stars blowing a cavity in the 
center of a star-forming region known as N90 



Power: Conception 
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Power: Anointing 





Pentecost 
Part 2. The Holy Spirit 

Bethany Beyond the Jordan 



Jesus did not begin his ministry until he was filled with the power of the 
Holy Spirit at the time of his baptism. Luke 3:21-22, 
 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form, as a dove, and a voice came 
from heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well pleased.” 

 
Then in the next verse, Jesus begins his ministry. So Jesus, in order to carry 
out the ministry that God had called him to, needed to be anointed by 
the Holy Spirit and empowered and filled by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
William Lane Craig, Defenders 2, Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, Part 2 
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/defenders-2-podcast/transcript/s7-2#ixzz3b3Vn64f6 
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Similarly, Jesus’ miracles and exorcisms are said to have been performed 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Look at Matthew 12:28, this is Jesus 
speaking, “But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you.” Here his activity as an exorcist in 
casting out demons is attributed to the power of the Holy Spirit. This is the 
way the apostles remember Jesus. 
 
Look at Acts 10:38, this is Peter’s sermon to the household of Cornelius in 
Caesarea Maritima and in this verse Peter reminds them “how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him.” Also in this passage Jesus is described as a healer 
and a preacher and an exorcist and this is attributed to the power of the 
Holy Spirit with which he had been anointed by God. 
 
 
William Lane Craig, Defenders 2, Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, Part 2 
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/defenders-2-podcast/transcript/s7-2#ixzz3b3YoCR2A 
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Power: Anointing 



Question: It seems that if Jesus was all God and all man, why would he need this 
special anointing? It would seem like to me to be already there. I understand prophets 
needing an anointing and I understand us needing the Holy Spirit but other than us 
understanding the whole working of the Godhead or the Trinity, I don’t get this. Can 
you elaborate? 
 
Answer: Christ has two natures subsequent to his virginal conception. Therefore, it is 
misleading, I think, the way you put it to say that Jesus is all God. He is not all God if 
you mean that in terms of totality. He is God and man. He has a human nature which is 
all human. It is a fully human nature – body and soul. But he has a second nature – he 
has his divine nature which he has had from eternity. Very often Christians misleadingly 
say things like this: Jesus is 100% God, or he is 100% man, too. No, that is really not 
right. What the creeds say, such as the Nicene Creed says, is he is truly God and truly 
man, but it doesn’t say he is all God or all man because that is simply false. He is divine 
in that he has a divine nature, but then he also has a human nature, which is just as 
weak and ordinary as yours and mine. 
 
(cont.)  
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(cont.)  
 
We evangelicals are sometimes guilty of denying the real humanity of Christ, but over 
and over again when you read the Scriptures you see in his humanity Jesus was 
physically limited, he felt anxiety and stress and emotions, weariness, he hungered, he 
thirsted, he was of course mortal, he was limited in knowledge as he grew up as a boy, 
and he increased in wisdom and knowledge. I say all of that simply to say that it was his 
human nature that was in need of being infused with the power of the Holy Spirit and 
that was anointed by the Holy Spirit. Jesus was, if you will, a charismatic. He was a man 
who depended upon and was filled with the power of the Holy Spirit to carry out his 
ministry. If we think of it in those terms, we can understand how the man, Jesus of 
Nazareth (or Jesus in his human nature would be a better way to put it) needed to 
pray, to fast and to draw upon the power of the Holy Spirit to do what God had called 
him to do. 
 
William Lane Craig, Defenders 2, Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, Part 2 
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/defenders-2-podcast/transcript/s7-2#ixzz3b3cv90tz 
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Ascension 
40 Days After Easter 
 
Thursday, May 14, 33 CE 
 
(1982 Years Ago) 

 
 

 
Jesus' ascension to Heaven 
depicted by John Singleton 
Copley, 1775 
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Part 3. The Presence of 
the Holy Spirit 

Pentecost 
Part 2. The Holy Spirit 


