
Week 7 
Textual Criticism 



“Textual Criticism” 

 



 
9 Weeks 
 
1. Introduction to Personal Discipleship 
2. Keeping It Real 
3. Current Challenges to Christianity 
4. Apologetic Reasoning 
5. Does God Exist? 
6. Can We Trust the Bible? 
7. Textual Criticism 
8. Biblical Inerrancy 
9. The Trial of Jesus (Palm Sunday) 
 
 



Marion Paine 
 

Mother of 2 amazing boys 
Mother in law of a precious daughter in law 
Law Degree from W&M 
Works for James City County Office of Housing & Community 
Development 

Taught technical theatre at Hollins College 
Best person John ever met 

Volunteer Question: 
 
 

What is textual criticism and why is it important? 



One Minute Apologist:  

 

“What Is Textual Criticism?” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Go9Q6ig6KE


Textual Criticism 

Three fundamental approaches to 
textual criticism:  

~Eclecticism 
~Stemmatics 
~Copy-text Editing  



Eclecticism  

~ Consult wide diversity of witnesses 
~ The more witnesses the less likely they will 

have the same errors 
~ What one omits the other contains 
~ Majority is generally, but not automatically, 

preferred 
~ No witness is theoretically preferred 
~ Currently the dominant method of analyzing 

Greek NT 



Stemmatics 
~ Family Trees 
~ Shows relationship of witnesses 
~ Community of error implies community 
of origin 

~ If one reading in same family occurs 
more often it is selected 

~ If different readings occur with same 
frequency editorial judgment is exercised 
 



Copy-text Editing 

~ Critic uses a “base” text and makes 
corrections where base text appears 
wrong 

~ Where base text does not make sense 
critic refers to other witnesses 
 

 
HT:  wikipedia.orp/wiki/Textual_criticism 



Tischendorf   
Discovered Codex Sinaiticus (oldest complete NT, c. 

AD325) 
 
~ Prefer text from the most ancient evidence 
~ Reading peculiar to a single document is suspect 
~ Obvious scribal error is to be rejected 
~ In parallel passages copyists tend to make the 

readings agree - therefore prefer passages that 
are not in precise accord 

~ Reading preferred if appears to comprise the 
elements of the others 

~ Reading preferred which accords with NT Greek or 
with individual writer’s style 



Codex Sinaiticus (oldest complete NT, c. AD325) 
 
CodexSinaiticus.org 

http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/


Hypothetical Text Types – “Families” 

Alexandrian Text 
~ From Egypt 
~ Ex. Codex Sinaiticus & Vaticanus, early papyrus 
manuscripts 

Byzantine Text  
~ Widely used in Constantinople 
~ Produced in Antioch, Syria under direction of 
Lucian, early 4th century  

~ Used by Erasmus for 1st printed Greek NT which 
was basis for KJV 

~ Less important than Alexandrian Text 
 



“Families” cont. 

Western Text  
~ Used primarily in North Africa 
~ Traced to 2nd century 
~ Value disputed despite age  
~ Not carefully preserved 

Caesarean Text  
~ Used in Caesarea 
~ Mixture of Alexandrian and Western 
~ Therefore of limited value 
 

HT: legacy.earlham.edu~seidti/iam/text_crit.html 



http://sharedveracity.net/2014/06/22/who-wrote-the-bible-part-4/


Debate:  

 

“Can We Trust the Text of the New Testament?” 

http://www.friendsofcsntm.com/smudebate/


CSNTM.Org 

http://csntm.org/


DanielBWallace.com 

http://danielbwallace.com/


 
3/22  What is biblical inerrancy & why is it controversial? (Dave Rudy) 
 
3/29  Group Discussion: 
 
  
 

 
 
 

How would you answer if someone asked, 
“What is personal discipleship and why does 
it matter?” 



Volunteer Question: 
 

 
What is biblical inerrancy & why is it 
controversial? 
 
 
(Dave Rudy) 
 



National Conference on Christian Apologetics 
 
 Oct. 16-17, 2015 Charlotte, NC 
 
 
Evangelical Theological Society 67th Annual 
Meeting 
 
 Nov. 17-19, 2015 Atlanta, GA 


